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Effective Term and Year

Proposed
Proposed Effective Term and Year

Fall 2025
Existing

Proposed Effective Term and Year
Fall 2024

Justification

Proposed
Program Justification

The Graduate Certificate in Applied Behavior Analysis is being updated to reflect coursework changes required by the
credentialing board, the Behavior Analyst Certification Board. These courses have previously been updated for the MA in
Special Education with a Concentration in Applied Behavior Analysis.

Existing
Program Justification
Adding admission criteria and graduation requirements. No other changes are being made.

Proposed
Graduate program revision
Yes

Existing

Graduate program revision
No

Program Category and Level

Program Category Program Level Degree, Minor, or Certificate Name

Certificate Graduate Graduate Certificate in Applied Behavior
Analysis: Research-Based Interventions
for Individuals with Disabilities Who Have
Behavioral Challenges

Certificate or Degree Type
Certificate (graduate)

Degree/Certificate Level
Graduate Certificate



Is this program also offered online? Format(s) AOP MOU
Yes Partially online

File Uploads
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Associated Kuali Forms

Proposed Select any associated program forms that exist
Select any associated course forms that exist

SPCD 570 - Basic Principles of Behavior (3)

SPCD 572 - Behavior Assessment and Intervention Il (3)

SPCD 571 - Behavior Assessment and Intervention | (3)

SPCD 573 - Organizational Behavior Management and

Supervision (3)

SPCD 574 - Theory and Philosophy in Behavior Analysis (3)

Existing
Select any associated course forms that exist

Catalog Information

Proposed
Program Description

The Graduate Certificate in Applied Behavior Analysis: Research-Based Interventions for Individuals with Disabilities Who
Have Behavioral Challenges (ABA-GCERT) is designed to prepare in-service special and general education teachers and
related professionals as well as community providers (e.g., behavior therapists, developmental specialists, early
interventionists) to conduct behavioral assessment with children and adults in need of behavior intervention services,
provide behavior analytic interpretation of the results, and design and implement appropriate behavior interventions based
on assessment results that will be implemented in home, school, and community settings. The Graduate Certificate
program is open to students pursuing a graduate degree in Special Education and in other related fields (e.g., Psychology)
at the University of New Mexico and to individuals who minimally hold a bachelor’'s degree and are interested in advanced
training in behavioral analysis and intervention.

Students who wish to sit for the credentialing exam to become a Board Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA) must have
completed 1. A master’s degree, 2. Behavior analytic coursework, and 3. Supervised fieldwork. Students who wish to
complete supervised fieldwork requirements for the BCBA credentialing exam may take fieldwork courses at UNM in



addition to the behavior analytic coursework for the ABA-GCERT. Only completion of a master's degree, all behavior analytic
coursework for the ABA-GCERT, and a required number of supervised fieldwork hours prepares a student to sit for the
national credentialing exam as a BCBA.

Existing

Program Description

The Graduate Certificate in Applied Behavior Analysis: Research-Based Interventions for Individuals with Disabilities Who
Have Behavioral Challenges (ABA) is designed to prepare in-service special and general education teachers and related
professionals as well as community providers (e.g., behavior therapists, developmental specialists, early interventionists)
to conduct behavioral assessment with children and adults in need of behavior intervention services, provide behavior
analytic interpretation of the results, and design and implement appropriate behavior interventions based on assessment
results that will be implemented in home, school, and community settings. The Graduate Certificate program is open to
students pursuing a graduate degree in Special Education and in other related fields (e.g., Psychology) at the University of
New Mexico and to individuals who minimally hold a bachelor’s degree and are interested in advanced training in
behavioral analysis and intervention.

Students who wish to fulfill the field experience requirements for credentialing as a Board Certified Behavior Analyst
(BCBA) may take fieldwork courses at UNM in addition to the coursework for the ABA-GCERT. Only completion of all ABA-
GCERT courses and a required number of hours fieldwork courses prepares a student to sit for the national credentialing
exam as a BCBA.

Admissions Requirements

Applicants must have a GPA of at least 3.2 in the last 60 credit hours of their undergraduate degree program to be

considered for admission. The following documents are needed to apply:

Complete Graduate Application online.

A non-refundable application fee (pay with credit card online as part of Graduate Application).

One official transcript from each college attended sent to the Office of Admissions.

One unofficial transcript from each college attended (Exception: UNM transcripts).

One-page philosophy statement on behavior assessment intervention for persons in need of high quality behavior

intervention serves.

Complete the Department Graduate Certificate Application form (link provided in the online application).

Provide name and email contact information for three professional references.

Proposed

Graduation Requirements

Students in the ABA GCERT program must complete the two prerequisite courses, six core courses, and complete and pass
the capstone project. The capstone is a culminating and integrative academic project completed in the final year of a
student’s program. It is a student-driven independent project and is completed under the supervision of the student's
advisor, but is not related to course requirements within the GCERT.

Existing

Graduation Requirements

Students in the ABA GCERT program must complete the two prerequisite courses, six core courses, and complete and pass
the capstone project. The capstone is a culminating and integrative academic project completed in the final year of a
student’s program. It is a student-driven independent project and is completed under the supervision of the student's
advisor.



Professional Credential/Licensure Program Information

License/Certification associated with program
Yes

Licensure Information
Both Pre- and Post- licensure

Licensure requierements met in the following states:

Licensure requirements not met in the following states:

Licensure requirements undetermined in the following states:
All US States and Territories

For each state selected, is there a state or regional licensing
board that oversees Professional Licensure?

National licensing board National Board Information

Yes UNM'’s ABA-GCERT has been granted status as a Verified
Course Sequence (VCS) by the Association for Behavior
Analysis International (ABAI®) and the Behavior Analyst
Certification Board (BACB®). This means that the program
includes graduate courses that have been verified by ABAI®
as meeting a specific set of coursework requirements,
content hours, and instructor standards. Students who
graduate from the ABA-GCERT program will have completed
the coursework requirements to sit for the examination
administered by the BACB® for certification as Board
Certified Behavior Analysts® (BCBA®).
Completion of any VCS program does not mean that a
student is eligible to immediately sit for the BCBA®
certification exam or become certified, licensed, or
credentialed in any country or state. The BACB® is the
professional organization that governs certification as a
BCBA® and requires additional requirements in order to apply
for an examination for the BCBA® credential. At the present
time, these additional requirements include degree
requirements (master's degree) as well as fieldwork
requirements (1500-2000 hours of supervised fieldwork). It is
a student’s responsibility to become familiar with these
requirements if they are interested in pursuing certification as
a BCBA® at the completion of their program.



Association for Behavior Analysis International
Behavior Analyst Certification Board

Professional Credential or Licensure Description

Professional Accrediting Bodies

Concentrations

Program Concentrations

Code Title

Concentration Required
No

Certificate Information

Certificate Requirements
o Complete all of the following

o Prerequisite courses

o Complete the following:
= SPCD510 - Special Education Law (3)
= SPCB519—Intreductionto-Applied-BehaviorAnalysis- (3}
= SPCD571 - Behavior Assessment and Intervention | (3)

o Required courses:

o Complete the following:

A
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= SPCD597 - Ethics and Professionalism in Applied Behavior Analysis (3)
= SPCD619 - Single Case Research Design (3)

= SPCD572 - Behavior Assessment and Intervention Il (3)

= SPCD573 - Organizational Behavior Management and Supervision (3)
= SPCD574 - Theory and Philosophy in Behavior Analysis (3)

= SPCD570 - Basic Principles of Behavior (3)

Grand Total Credits: 24


https://www.abainternational.org/vcs.aspx
https://www.bacb.com/bcba/
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GCERT Appl Behav Analy GCERT-ABA

Online Program Code Online Major Code Pre-major Program Code
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422814 No

Catalog Catalog Activation Date
Main Campus 08/01/24

Notes
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ABA

Pre-major Major Code



